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Bion's War Memoirs is perhaps the most exceptional piece of autobiography yet written by a psychoanalyst.
The first section of the book is documentary, consisting of the entire text of the diaries which Bion wrote as a
young man to record his experiences on the Western Front in 1917-1919, and this volume also includes the
photographs and diagrams with which he illustrated his recollections. The diaries are followed by two later
essays, in which he reflects upon his wartime experiences.

Wilfred Bion has long been renowned as one of the great psychoanalysts, his career spanning much of the
twentieth century and making him one of the most influential names in the field.

Bion’s war diary, which he kept with him during combat, covered his years fighting in France during the
First World War. He was just twenty years old when he began writing it. War Memoirs constitutes the final
part of Bion’s autobiography. It comprised three hardbound notebooks written soon after he had been
demobilized from the Army and had begun his studies at Queen’s College, Oxford. He wrote it for his
parents as compensation for having found it impossible to write to them during the war. It has been aptly
described by Winship (1999) as a “book about the blood and guts of a youth who cut his teeth in the most
devastating of circumstances”.

The actions he describes in War Memoirs are terrifying and detailed. They form the basis for his later
understanding, as a psychiatrist and psychoanalyst, of the inner torments faced by the patients he treated. In
Band of Brigands: The First Men in Tanks (2009), Christy Campbell, referring to a segment of Bion’s
descriptions, wrote: “Bion... looks repeatedly at how sentient human beings continue to operate when
everything around them is dissolving into violent chaos”.

Many years later, Bion returned to his youth and penned two pieces reflecting upon his time at war, which
make up the second part of this book. These meditations are influenced by his psychoanalytic training, and
show how his approach to psychoanalysis was influenced by his wartime experiences. Together, these diaries
and essays provide an extraordinarily vivid and moving picture of war and its long-term effects.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled War Memoirs 1917-1919. Try to the actual book War Memoirs
1917-1919 as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

James Gabriel:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take War Memoirs 1917-1919 as your daily resource information.

Shannon Silva:

The book War Memoirs 1917-1919 will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to
you. The book War Memoirs 1917-1919 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mary Flynn:

The book untitled War Memoirs 1917-1919 contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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