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“Ludlam’s is a dazzling and significant body of work, and it should be accorded a place of greatest regard
and honor in the American dramatic literary canon. The plays are funny, erudite, poetic, transgressive, erotic,
moving, and so theatrical they seem the Platonic ideal of everything we mean when we use that word. The
plays are the sublime expressions of what Ludlam insisted was not an aesthetic, but a moral vision: anti-
Puritan, unsentimentally utopian, sexually destabilizing—a transporting, a transcendence by means of
deflation, a joyous and subversive, even dangerous revelry leading to revelation, a wise and ecstatic
celebration of the world.” –Tony Kushner (from his Preface)

Artistic director, playwright, director, designer and star of New York's acclaimed Ridiculous Theatrical
Company, the late Charles Ludlam ransacked theatrical and literary history in an evolutionary quest for a
modern art of stage comedy. His more than 30 plays are among the most thought-provoking entertainments
in the modern repertoire. As Ludlam himself put it, "This is farce, not Sunday school." This collection
includes an introduction by Tony Kushner alongside Ludlam's most famous and celebrated works for the
stage:

The Mystery of Irma Vep: Ludlam's most famous play, this is a hilarious send up of Daphne de Maurier, Jane
Eyre and Victorian cross dressing. One of the most produced plays in the United States, The Mystery of Irma
Vep is “the most perfect expression of Ludlam’s approach to theatre: a play that simultaneously provokes
terror, laughter and a grotesque mockery of all gender, literary and special boundaries” (Village Voice).

Camille: based on La Dame aux Camélias, this satirical take on the tubercular courtesan brings any audience
“to unexpected heights of pathos and laughter” (San Francisco Chronicle).

Galas: the life of opera singer Maria Callas imagined as a modern tragedy, in which Ludlam himself assayed
the part of the diva.

Stage Blood: Ludlam's take on Shakespeare, with actors putting on Hamlet both on stage and back stage;
somehow, in this tragedy, everything comes out for the best.

Bluebeard: somewhat based on H.G. Wells' Island of Dr. Moreau, Bluebeard tells the story of a mad
vivisectionist in search of a third sex.

Charles Ludlam: Artistic director, playwright, director, designer and star of New York’s acclaimed
Ridiculous Theatrical Company. During his twenty years with the Ridiculous, he won Obie and Drama Desk
awards as well as playwriting fellowships from the Guggenheim, Rockefeller and Ford foundations and the
National Endowment for the Arts. His more than thirty plays are among the most thought-provoking
entertainments in the modern repertoire and continue to be widely performed throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Edmonds:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Mystery of Irma Vep and Other Plays book is readable by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with The
Mystery of Irma Vep and Other Plays content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Mystery of Irma Vep and Other Plays is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kelly Thompson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Mystery of Irma Vep and Other Plays.

Daryl Church:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Mystery of Irma Vep and Other Plays will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Nicholas Ko:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Mystery of Irma Vep and Other Plays can give you
a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Mystery of Irma Vep and Other Plays.
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