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The question of how best to combine work and family life has led to lively debates in recent years. Both a
lifestyle and a policy issue, it has been addressed psychologically, socially, and economically, and
conclusions have been hotly contested. But as Neil Gilbert shows in this penetrating and provocative book,
we haven’t looked closely enough at how and why these questions are framed, or who benefits from the
proposed answers.

A Mother’s Work takes a hard look at the unprecedented rise in childlessness, along with the outsourcing of
family care and household production, which have helped to alter family life since the 1960s. It challenges
the conventional view on how to balance motherhood and employment, and examines how the choices
women make are influenced by the culture of capitalism, feminist expectations, and the social policies of the
welfare state. Gilbert argues that while the market ignores the essential value of a mother’s work, prevailing
norms about the social benefits of work have been overvalued by elites whose opportunities and
circumstances little resemble those of most working- and middle-class mothers. And the policies that have
been crafted too often seem friendlier to the market than to the family. Gilbert ends his discussion by looking
at the issue internationally, and he makes the case for reframing the debate to include a wider range of social
values and public benefits that present more options for managing work and family responsibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy
Shape Family Life.

Richard Ma:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy
Shape Family Life. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family
Life. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
study.

Susan Woods:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific A Mother's Work:
How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Joyce Francois:

Beside that A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape
Family Life because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still



want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!
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