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The first months of the Obama administration have led to expectations, both in the United States and abroad,
that in the coming years America will increasingly promote the international rule of law—a position that
many believe is both ethically necessary and in the nation’s best interests.

With The Perils of Global Legalism, Eric A. Posner explains that such views demonstrate a dangerously
naive tendency toward legalism—an idealistic belief that law can be effective even in the absence of
legitimate institutions of governance. After tracing the historical roots of the concept, Posner carefully lays
out the many illusions—such as universalism, sovereign equality, and the possibility of disinterested
judgment by politically unaccountable officials—on which the legalistic view is founded. Drawing on such
examples as NATO’s invasion of Serbia, attempts to ban the use of land mines, and the free-trade provisions
of the WTO, Posner demonstrates throughout that the weaknesses of international law confound legalist
ambitions—and that whatever their professed commitments, all nations stand ready to dispense with
international agreements when it suits their short- or long-term interests.

Provocative and sure to be controversial, The Perils of Global Legalism will serve as a wake-up call for those
who view global legalism as a panacea—and a reminder that international relations in a brutal world allow
no room for illusions.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

The book with title The Perils of Global Legalism contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Dawn Campbell:

The actual book The Perils of Global Legalism has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Ali Ellison:

The book untitled The Perils of Global Legalism contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in
the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Iva Simmon:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Perils of
Global Legalism which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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