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Widely acknowledged as an important, if highly controversial, figurein contemporary literature, French
novelist and poet Michel Houellebecq has elicited diverse critical responses.

In this book Carole Sweeney examines his novels as a response to the advance of neoliberalism into all areas
of affective human life. This historicizing study argues that e monde houellebecquien is an ‘atomised society
of banal quotidian alienation populated by quietly resentful men who are the botched subjects of |ate-
capitalism. Addressing Houellebecq's handling of the 'failure’ of the radical thought of '68, Sweeney looks at
the ways in which hisfiction treats feminism, the decline of religion and the family, aswell as

the obsolescence of French 'theory' and the Sartrean notion of ‘engaged' literature.

Reading the world with the disappointed idealism of a contemporary moralist, Houellebecq's novels,
Sweeney argues, fluctuate between despair for the world asit is and alimp utopian hope for a post-humanity.
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From reader reviews:
Gary Corngo:

Baook iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by areserve. Book
has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Michel Houellebecq and the
Literature of Despair will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidenceif you can
know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Robert Densmore:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein thisworld can
share their idea. Ebooks can aso inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particul ar
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days alwaystry to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them
isthis Michel Houellebecq and the Literature of Despair.

Catherine Poppe:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Michel Houellebecq and the Literature of Despair can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Elizabeth M aez:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Michel Houellebecq and the Literature of Despair
to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the publication Michel Houellebecq and the Literature of Despair can to be your friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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