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The male thynnine wasp's extreme sexual enthusiasm is crucial to reproduction of hammer orchids in the
wild. Hammer orchids have co-evolved to produce odors identical to those manufactured by female thynnine
wasps. The male wasp's superb sensitivity to the scent of his female mate is the basis for the hammer orchid's
deceit--in effect, orchids exploit the male insect's highly adaptive sense of smell for their own propagation.
While pollinating orchids is a waste of time, and thus a maladaptive activity for a wasp, his mistake comes
about because he must react quickly whenever he senses a possible mate nearby. Alcock suggests that, "for
insects, he who hesitates is lost, although perhaps it would be better to say that he who hesitates often loses a
chance to pass on his genes."

This book abounds with clever explanations for how these exceptionally complex flowers came to be shaped
as they are. The reader can explore many aspects of orchid biology and history ranging from how some
species avoid inbreeding, to the origins of orchids from an ancestor that belonged to the asparagus family.
Examining each component of an orchid's flower, Alcock explains how the various parts work together to
produce the plant's minute offspring. Each element of an orchid, as quirky as it may seem, is biologically
significant, bearing the imprint of natural selection. Readers can share in the delight that Darwin and all other
orchid enthusiasts have felt in making sense of even the smallest of details of these most wonderful plants.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Schmidt:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book An Enthusiasm for Orchids:
Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Rachel Garber:

This An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution can bring once you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution having
excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Arnett:

The book untitled An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice read.

Harold Esparza:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant
Evolution or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution to make



your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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