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Biblical tradition portrays King David as an exceptional man and a paragon of godly devotion. But was he?
Some scholars deny that he existed at all. Did he? This challenging book examines the textual and
archaeological evidence critically in an effort to paint an accurate picture of one of the Bible's central figures.

A leading scholar of biblical history and the ancient Near East, Baruch Halpern traces the development of the
David tradition, showing how the image of David grew over time. According to Halpern, David was the
founder of the dynasty that progressively exaggerated his accomplishments. Halpern's clear portrait of the
historical David reveals his true humanity and shows him to be above all a politician who operated in a
rough-and-tumble environment in which competitors were ready literally to slit throats.

David's Secret Demons explores a number of provocative questions:

Did King David actually exist?
Was David an Israelite or a Philistine?
Was Solomon really David's son?
Did David take the throne of Israel by the consent of the people?
How many murders did he commit on his way to the throne?
Are the biblical texts about David reliable?

Challenging, well argued, and written with accessible, at times humorous prose, David's Secret Demons will
provoke discussion by scholars and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book David's Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King
(Bible in Its World). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important some sort of book David's Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King (Bible in Its
World). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Mae Bushee:

The book David's Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King (Bible in Its World) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying
a book David's Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King (Bible in Its World) to be your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a publication David's Secret Demons:
Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King (Bible in Its World). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Marylou Arroyo:

This book untitled David's Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King (Bible in Its World) to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Victor Havens:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be David's Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor,
King (Bible in Its World) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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