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In this groundbreaking book, renowned art historian Hans Belting proposes a new anthropological theory for
interpreting human picture making. Rather than focus exclusively on pictures as they are embodied in
various media such as painting, sculpture, or photography, he links pictures to our mental images and
therefore our bodies. The body is understood as a "living medium" that produces, perceives, or remembers
images that are different from the images we encounter through handmade or technical pictures. Refusing to
reduce images to their material embodiment yet acknowledging the importance of the historical media in
which images are manifested, An Anthropology of Images presents a challenging and provocative new
account of what pictures are and how they function.

The book demonstrates these ideas with a series of compelling case studies, ranging from Dante's picture
theory to post-photography. One chapter explores the tension between image and medium in two "media of
the body," the coat of arms and the portrait painting. Another, central chapter looks at the relationship
between image and death, tracing picture production, including the first use of the mask, to early funerary
rituals in which pictures served to represent the missing bodies of the dead. Pictures were tools to re-embody
the deceased, to make them present again, a fact that offers a surprising clue to the riddle of presence and
absence in most pictures and that reveals a genealogy of pictures obscured by Platonic picture theory.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl McLean:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book An
Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Edna McArdle:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The An Anthropology of Images: Picture,
Medium, Body is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Desiree Grajeda:

This An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body are generally reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this An Anthropology of Images: Picture,
Medium, Body can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Cathy Kerby:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get prior to. The An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?
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