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Augustine of Hippo (b. A.D. 354) is considered the single most influential theologian in the history of the
Church in the West. Among his many contributions, Augustine developed a sexual ethic that became
decisive for all later teachings in the Christian West on issues of marriage, reproduction, and sexuality. Some
of the most significant and representative passages on marriage and sexuality from his works are presented
here. They recount Augustine's own struggle with sexuality, and stress the important role it played in his
conversion to Christianity as well as its influence on his theological principles later in life.

The passages in this collection are divided into four chapters which document the chronological development
of Augustine's sexual ethic. The first chapter includes passages that pertain to Augustine's own life and
illustrate some of his positive and negative models of marital relation. The second chapter recounts
Augustine's responses to the Manichean teachings on the body, reproduction, and marriage, mostly from his
early years as a Christian. The third chapter contains passages marking Augustine's reaction to the ascetic
debates within late fourth-century Latin Christianity. And, finally, the fourth chapter illustrates Augustine's
mature sexual and marital ethic, which he elaborated in the midst of?and in reaction to?arguments with
Pelagian writers.

In a separate introduction, Elizabeth Clark sets the development of Augustine's thought within the context of
his own intellectual biography and views it against the background of related issues and movements in the
late fourth and early fifth centuries, such as Manichaeism, Jovinianism, and Pelagianism. The selections she
presents here offer a comprehensive and uncommonly well-balanced picture of Augustine and his work.

St. Augustine on Marriage and Sexuality is the first in a projected series of volumes on various themes found
in the writings of the church fathers.

ABOUT THE EDITOR:

Elizabeth Clark is John Carlisle Kilgo Professor of Religion at Duke University. She is a past president of the
American Academy of Religion and the North American Patristic Society, and a member of the editoral
board of the Fathers of the Church series.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Ritenour:

Here thing why this kind of St. Augustine on Marriage and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers of the
Church) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. St. Augustine on
Marriage and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers of the Church) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with St. Augustine
on Marriage and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers of the Church). It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of St. Augustine on Marriage
and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers of the Church) in e-book can be your alternative.

Marian Storie:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book St. Augustine on Marriage and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers
of the Church) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book offers high quality.

Alice Scales:

This St. Augustine on Marriage and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers of the Church) is great guide for
you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having St. Augustine on Marriage and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers of the
Church) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Lowell Decoteau:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make



someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is St. Augustine on Marriage and Sexuality (Selections from the Fathers
of the Church) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of
you.
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