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If it is true, as Tocqueville suggested, that social and class systems shape technology, research, and
knowledge, then the effects should be visible both at the individual level and at the level of technical
institutions and local environments. That is the central issue addressed in Constructing a Bridge, a tale of two
cultures that investigates how national traditions shape technological communities and their institutions and
become embedded in everyday engineering practice.Eda Kranakis first examines these issues in the work of
two suspension bridge designers of the early nineteenth century: the American inventor James Finley and the
French engineer Claude-Louis-Marie-Henri Navier. Finley -- who was oriented toward the needs of rural,
frontier communities -- designed a bridge that could be easily reproduced and constructed by carpenters and
blacksmiths. Navier -- whose professional training and career reflected a tradition of monumental
architecture and had linked him closely to the Parisian scientific community -- designed an elegant, costly,
and technically sophisticated structure to be built in an elite district of Paris. Charting the careers of these
two technologists and tracing the stories of their bridges, Kranakis reveals how local environments can shape
design goals, research practices, and design-to-construction processes.Kranakis then offers a broader look at
the technological communities and institutions of nineteenth-century France and America and at their ties to
technological practice. She shows how conditions that led to Finley's and Navier's distinct designs also
fostered different systems of technical education as well as distinct ideologies and traditions of engineering
research.The result of this two-tiered, comparative approach is a reorientation of a historiographic tradition
initiated by Tocqueville (and explored more recently by Eugene Ferguson, John Kasson, and others) toward
a finer-grained analysis of institutional and local environments as mediators between national traditions and
individual styles of technological research and design.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Constructing a Bridge: An
Exploration of Engineering Culture, Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America
(Inside Technology). All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Raymond Harris:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Constructing a Bridge: An Exploration of Engineering Culture,
Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America (Inside Technology) had been making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The e-book Constructing a Bridge: An Exploration of Engineering Culture, Design, and Research in
Nineteenth-Century France and America (Inside Technology) is not only giving you far more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Constructing a Bridge: An
Exploration of Engineering Culture, Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America
(Inside Technology). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ben Hernandez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Constructing a Bridge: An Exploration of Engineering Culture,
Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America (Inside Technology) as the daily resource
information.

Michael Kautz:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be Constructing a Bridge: An Exploration of Engineering Culture, Design, and



Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America (Inside Technology) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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