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Among the surfeit of narratives about Arabs that have been published in recent years, surprisingly little has
been reported on Arabsin America -- an increasingly relevant issue. This book is the most powerful
approach imaginable: it isthe story of the last forty-plus years of American history, told through the eyes of
Arab Americans. It beginsin 1963, before major federal legislative changes seismically transformed the
course of American immigration forever. Each chapter describes an event in U.S. history -- which may
aready be familiar to us-- and invites us to live that moment in time in the skin of one Arab American. The
chaptersfollow atimeline from 1963 to the present, and the characters live in every corner of this country.

These are dramatic narratives, describing the very human experiences of love, friendship, family, courage,
hate, and success. There are the timeless tales of an immigrant community becoming American, the nostalgia
for home, the alienation from a society sometimes as intolerant asits laws are generous. A Country Called
Amreeka's snapshots allow us the complexity of its characters' lives with an impassioned narrative normally
found in fiction.

Read separately, the chapters are entertaining and harrowing vignettes; read together, they add a new tile to
the mosaic of our history. We meet fellow Americans of all creeds and colors, among them the Alabama
football player who navigates the stringent racial mores of segregated Birmingham, where a church bombing
wakes a nation to the need to make Americaatruly more equal place; the young wife from Ramallah -- now
living in Baltimore -- who had to abandon her beautiful home and is now asked by awell-meaning
American, "How do you like living in an apartment after living in atent?'; the Detroit toughs and the
potsmoking suburban teenagers, who in different decades become politicized and serious about their heritage
despite their own wills; the homasexual man afraid to be gay in the Arab world and afraid to be Arab in
America; the two formidable women who wind up working for opposing campaigns in the 2000 presidential
election; the Marine fighting in Iraq who meets villagers who ask him, "What are you, an Arab, doing here?"
We glimpse how America sees Arabs as much as how Arabs see America. We revisit the 1973 oil embargo
that initiated the American perception of all Arabs as oil-rich sheikhs; the 1979 Iranian hostage crisis that
heralded the arrival of Middle Eastern Islam in the American consciousness; bombings across three decades
in Los Angeles, Oklahoma City, and New Y ork City that bring terrorism to American soil; and both warsin
Irag that have posed Arabs as the enemies of America.

In apost-9/11 world, Arabic names are everywhere in America, but our eyes glaze over them; we sometimes
don't know how to pronounce them or understand whence they come. A Country Called Amreeka gives us
the faces behind those names and tells the story of a community it has become essential for us to understand.
We can't afford to be oblivious.
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From reader reviews:
Thomas West:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make al of them keep up with the erawhich is aways change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Country Called Amreeka: Arab Roots,
American Storiesis our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Jarred Chisolm:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A Country
Called Amreeka: Arab Roots, American Stories, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Carmen Flood:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you is A Country Called Amreeka: Arab Roots, American Stories thisreserve consist alot of the information
of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer requireto explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book ideal all of you.

Donald Barber:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring aong with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, waysto reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Country Called Amreeka: Arab Roots, American Stories can make you



really feel more interested to read.
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