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Among the state’'s most luminous assets is August Derleth, the internationally famous author of more than
150 books, many celebrating the Midwest and its people. Walden West, reissued here for the first time since
itsoriginal publication in 1961, is considered by many to be Derleth’s masterpiece.

Derleth was a chronicler with his ear uniquely attuned to this northern region. In his Sac Prairie Saga, of
which Walden West is the crowning volume, he captures the essences of midwestern village life with his
distinctive combination of narrative and prose-poetry. The book is a seamless series of anecdotes,
meditations, character sketches, evocations of the landscape, and celebrations of its human and animal life.
In sections such as “The choir of the frogs,” and “Oh, the smell of the grass,” and “Mrs. Opal Kralz’ we
meet, in all their small-town particularity, rich symbols of America’s rural origins and experience. In other
sections—" The voices of the wind are endless in their variety” and “If there is one winter voice informed
with wildness’—we are treated to the music of theland. And in others still—"Millie Pohlmann,” “Old Mrs.
Block,” * The Buchenau Women”—we sampl e the inimitable melody the people bring to their places. In all
casesitisafeast.

Derleth himself called Walden West *an exposition on three related themes: on the persistence of memory;
on the sounds and odors of the country; of Thoreau—the mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.” But
one also comes away from these pages with a sense of the comedy and lyricism of the American rural
experience, of the rootedness of its people to their land, and of the miraculous, teeming variety of the land
itsdlf. Itisagifttousall that the book is now available again.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Ayala:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Walden West (North Coast Books). Y ou can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a book Walden
West (North Coast Books). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simpleissue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are
able to open abook or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Gabridl:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the item for al people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Walden West (North Coast Books).
All type of book can you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Beth Murray:

Walden West (North Coast Books) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher
effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Walden West (North Coast Books)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
thinking.

Nicholas K o:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work thisis
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Walden West (North Coast Books) why because the great cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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