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This title is the 1998 National Jewish Book Award Winner for Autobiography/Memoir. "A dry wit and
surprising pathos infuse this "family epic," which turns out to be "merely" the telling of Benabou's failed
attempt at creating his literary masterpiece...The reader shares his initial hopefulness as he details his
younger self's ambitious plans for a family epic, founded in memory, supplemented by ever-growing
mountains of scholarly documentation ...and formally grounded in a literary model of the past that,
ultimately, eludes him. In telling the stories of his three selected ancestors, Jacob, Menahem, and Mimoun,
Benabou notices that his youthful project has not disappeared. He's decided to let his book tell itself; he'll
merely hitch himself to the story and go along for the ride in this artistic tour-de force, by turns playful and
serious." - "Kirkus Reviews" Jacob, Menahem, and Mimoun delves into Marcel Benabou's uncommon
family history while reflecting on the mysteries of memory, the past, and writing. Born in Morocco in 1939
to a Jewish family, Benabou left his home at age seventeen to study ancient history in Paris. Benabou's
memoir returns to his childhood in Morocco-to his parents, their home, and the Jewish community in
Meknes. At the same time he accounts for all that has changed, including his very different life in Paris and
the disappearance of the world of his childhood. He notes how he has turned from his family's wish that he
become a rabbi to his absorption, as an adult, in several millennia of secular literature. And he worries about
how his "family epic" - an epic meant to include the history of Morocco's Jews - has become a book about
himself and his inability to write the great book he has long imagined - the book one owes oneself and the
world. The impossibility of fully recovering the past hovers over his memories. And the impossibility of
writing a book about that past is also there-an impossibility that Benabou acknowledges, delineates, and, in a
real if also provisional sense, transcends. In his inspired attention to that impossibility, Benabou has written a
book that transforms absence into presence and the past into rich matter for the present. Marcel Benabou
lives in Paris and pursues his current positions as professor at the University of Paris and as the permanent
provisional secretary of Oulipo, that unsettling association of indefatigably innovative writers. Steven
Rendall is a professor in the Department of Romance Languages at the University of Oregon. He is the
author of "Distinguo: Reading Montaigne Differently" and the translator of many books including Jurgen
Habermas's "Berlin Republic" (Nebraska 1997). Warren Motte is a professor of French at the University of
Colorado. He is the author of several books including "Playtexts: Ludics in Contemporay Literature"
(Nebraska 1995).
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Jacob,
Menahem, and Mimoun: A Family Epic. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mildred Duncan:

This Jacob, Menahem, and Mimoun: A Family Epic are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this Jacob, Menahem, and Mimoun: A Family Epic can be one of several great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Jacob, Menahem, and Mimoun: A Family Epic giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Martha Silva:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Jacob, Menahem,
and Mimoun: A Family Epic which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.

Michael Vines:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
Jacob, Menahem, and Mimoun: A Family Epic we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Jacob, Menahem, and Mimoun: A Family
Epic. You can more pleasing than now.
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