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"Monsters exist, but they are too few in number to be truly dangerous. More dangerous are the common men,
the functionaries ready to believe and to act without asking questions." Primo Levi's words disclose a
chilling truth: assigning blame to hideous political leaders, such as Hitler, Himmler, and Heydrich, is
necessary but not sufficient to explain how the Holocaust could have happened. These leaders, in fact, relied
on many thousands of ordinary men and women who made the Nazi machine work on a daily basis--
members of the killing squads, guards accompanying the trains to the extermination camps, civilian
employees of the SS, the drivers of gas trucks, and the personnel of death factories such as Auschwitz. Why
did these ordinary people collaborate and willingly become mass murderers? In Perpetrators: The World of
the Holocaust Killers, Guenter Lewy tries to answer one of history's most disturbing questions.

Lewy draws on a wealth of previously untapped sources, including letters and diaries of soldiers who served
in Russia, the recollections of Jewish survivors, archival documents, and most importantly, the trial records
of hundreds of Nazi functionaries. The result is a ghastly, extraordinarily detailed portrait of the Holocaust
perpetrators, their mindset, and the motivations for their actions.

Combining a rigorous historical analysis with psychological insight, the book explores the dynamics of
participation in large-scale atrocities, offering a thought-provoking and timely reflection on individual
responsibility for collective crimes. Lewy concludes that the perpetrators acted out of a variety of motives--a
sense of duty, obedience to authority, thirst for career, and a blind faith in anti-Semitic ideology, among
others. A witness to the 1938 Kristallnacht himself and the son of a concentration camp survivor, Lewy has
searched for the reasons of the Holocaust out of far more than theoretical interest: it is a passionate attempt to
illuminate a dismal chapter of his life--and of human history--that cannot be forgotten.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Howard:

This Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers can be one
of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Adrian Kester:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Megan Jordan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Joyce Martinez:

You can find this Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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