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The history of twentieth-century visual arts can no longer be written as a succession of avant-garde
movements, contends eminent art historian Bernard Smith in this stimulating book. He argues that a return to
the concept of period style is inevitable and that modernism - the dominant 'style' of art that emerged at the
end of the nineteenth century and continued through the 1960s - deserves recognition as a period style. Smith
renames this period Formalesque since it is no longer modern and since it emphasises the formal values of
art more than any previous period. In a wide-ranging reformulation of art history in the twentieth century, the
author defines the nature and development of Formalesque - an avant-garde style that arose between 1890
and the First World War, was institutionalised between the world wars, and flourished anew between 1945
and 1960. Identifying the Formalesque period, says Smith, makes it possible also to identify dialectical
adversaries, such true oppositional avant-garde styles of the twentieth century as Dada, Surrealism and the
Neue Sachlichkeit. These constitute the formative elements of the modernism - now called Postmodernism -
that became increasingly dominant after 1960. The author locates twentieth-century artistic movements and
developments in a broad cultural context and concludes with a thought-provoking examination of the relation
between the Formalesque and European and American cultural imperialism. Bernard Smith is president of
the Australian Academy of the Humanities. He is the author of 'European Vision and the South Pacific' and
'Imagining the Pacific: In the Wake of the Cook Voyages', and co-editor of the three-volume set 'The Art of
Captain Cook's Voyages', all published by Yale University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Reagan:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help people
out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Modernism's History book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you probably know this.

Erica Lewis:

This Modernism's History are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Modernism's History can be one of several great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Modernism's History forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Juli Gadberry:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Modernism's
History which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Nancy Stever:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Modernism's History can be the answer, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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