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Why would a man tie up a cheap suitcase with grass rope, leave his family and his paesani in Italy to risk his
life and meager possessions among the dock thieves of Naples and Genoa to suffer the congestion and stench
of steerage accommodations aboard ship, to endure the assembly-line processing of Ellis Island, to wander
almost incommunicado through a city of sneering strangers speaking an unknown tongue, to perform ten to
twelve hours of heavy manual labor a day for wages of perhaps $1.65 most of which he probably owed to the
"company store" before he got it? Why were there not just a few such men but droves of them coming to the
United States in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century? How did they survive and some of them
prosper? How did they surmount the language barrier? Why did some stay, some go home, and some bounce
back and forth repeatedly across the Atlantic?Michael La Sorte examines these questions and more in this
lively study of Italian immigration prior to World War I. In exploring for answers, he draws upon the
commentary of recent scholars, as well as the statistical documents of the day. But most important, he has
searched out individual stories in the published and unpublished diaries, letters, and autobiographies of
immigrants who lived the "greenhorn" (grignoni) experience. In their own language, the men bring to life the
teeming tenements of New York's Mulberry Street, the exploitative labor-recruiting practices of Boston's
North Square, and the harsh squalor of work camp life along the country's expanding railroad lines. What
emerges is a powerful, moving, alternately funny and appalling picture of their everyday lives.Through
detailed narration, La Sorte traces the men's lives from their native villages across the Atlantic through the
ports of entry to their first immigrant jobs. He describes their views of Italy, America, and each other, the
cultural and linguistic adjustments that they were compelled to make, and their motives for either
Americanizing or repatriating themselves. His chapter on "Italglish" (a hybrid language developed by the
greenhorns) will echo in the ears of Italian-Americans as the sound of their parents' and grandparents' voices.
Author note: Michael A.La Sorte is Professor of Sociology, Emeritus, at the State University of New York,
Brockport.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Bonner:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular LA Merica: Images of
Italian Greenhorn Experience book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

David Saenz:

This book untitled LA Merica: Images of Italian Greenhorn Experience to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

David Blackwood:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually LA Merica: Images of Italian Greenhorn Experience. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kimberly Casselman:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of
book LA Merica: Images of Italian Greenhorn Experience. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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