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Bankruptcy in America, in stark contrast to its status in most other countries, typically signifies not a debtor's
last gasp but an opportunity to catch one's breath and recoup. Why has the nation's legal system evolved to
allow both corporate and individual debtors greater control over their fate than imaginable elsewhere?
Masterfully probing the political dynamics behind this question, David Skeel here provides the first complete
account of the remarkable journey American bankruptcy law has taken from its beginnings in 1800, when
Congress lifted the country's first bankruptcy code right out of English law, to the present day.

Skeel shows that the confluence of three forces that emerged over many years--an organized creditor lobby,
pro-debtor ideological currents, and an increasingly powerful bankruptcy bar--explains the distinctive
contours of American bankruptcy law. Their interplay, he argues in clear, inviting prose, has seen efforts to
legislate bankruptcy become a compelling battle royale between bankers and lawyers--one in which the
bankers recently seem to have gained the upper hand. Skeel demonstrates, for example, that a fiercely
divided bankruptcy commission and the 1994 Republican takeover of Congress have yielded the recent,
ideologically charged battles over consumer bankruptcy.

The uniqueness of American bankruptcy has often been noted, but it has never been explained. As different
as twenty-first century America is from the horse-and-buggy era origins of our bankruptcy laws, Skeel shows
that the same political factors continue to shape our unique response to financial distress.
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From reader reviews:

Sadie McBride:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Debt's Dominion: A History of Bankruptcy Law in America.

Rosalva Nichols:

The e-book untitled Debt's Dominion: A History of Bankruptcy Law in America is the publication that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Debt's Dominion: A History of Bankruptcy Law in America from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Albertha Lemons:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Debt's Dominion: A History of Bankruptcy Law in
America can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sidney Robertson:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Debt's Dominion: A History of
Bankruptcy Law in America can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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