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From an occasionally employed, lower middle-class Bengali Muslim intellectual on the borderline of
starvation in the city, he was to become 'the chief accused' at the Meerut communist trials started by the
colonial government in 1929. What was the road travelled before challenging imperialism 'from the dock'? In
1913, Muzaffar Ahmad (1889-1973) was just one more in the sea of migrants to Calcutta. His ambition was
to be a writer. Yet in the vortex of metropolitan upheaval his life would take a completely different turn.

Taking Muzaffar Ahmad's early career (1913-1929) as its chronological frame, this book examines the
dialectical interplay between his social being and the wider social consciousness which made him arrive at
communism, in vital conjunction with the sources of self transformation in the city. 1929 marked the end of
the first phase in his political life as a pioneer of the communist movement as it had emerged in Bengal and
India of the 1920s. This was the year when leading communists were arrested and the Meerut trials began.
The biographical details of Muzaffar Ahmad between 1913 and 1929 converged with a significant phase in
the social and political history of India and the world. These years can also be read as two crisis-points in the
history of imperialism and capitalism: 1913, the eve of the First World War, and 1929, the year of the Wall
Street Crash which set off the Great Depression; a period within which socialist ideas and communist
activity became politically familiar in different parts of the globe. Many socially alienated, economically
distressed and politically dissatisfied urban intellectuals stood at the crossroads of established and radical
identity-formations. A 'fraction' emerged, informed by working class protest from below, and the leftward
turn in literary and cultural fields. They were moving away from the more established political routes open to
those from their social background to combat colonialism, and identifying with a more radical vision of
decolonization. The little investigated history of the left in Bengal before the Meerut trials, and the
convergences between individual radicalization and a new political space in the city are unraveled by tracing
this process, in the context of colonial Calcutta and through Muzaffar Ahmad's transitions. This monograph
will interest those engaged with the histories of communism, port-cities, Bengal Muslims, workers,
intellectuals, migration, colonial intelligence, and internationalist currents.
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From reader reviews:

John Casale:

Typically the book An Early Communist: Muzaffar Ahmad in Calcutta, 1913-1929 will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book An Early Communist: Muzaffar Ahmad
in Calcutta, 1913-1929 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Alice Black:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book An Early Communist: Muzaffar Ahmad in Calcutta, 1913-1929 it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

David Stephenson:

An Early Communist: Muzaffar Ahmad in Calcutta, 1913-1929 can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing An Early
Communist: Muzaffar Ahmad in Calcutta, 1913-1929 although doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Helen Tate:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this An Early Communist: Muzaffar Ahmad in Calcutta, 1913-1929 can make
you experience more interested to read.
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