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Perhaps no instrument better represents the music of Appalachia than the fretted dulcimer. The instrument
was no longer confined to back porches and local music halls when Jean Ritchie so melodically thrust herself
and her dulcimer into the national limelight during the folk revival of the 1950s. But where did the dulcimer,
known to exist in no other folk culture in the world, come from? In The Story of the Dulcimer, Ralph Lee
Smith traces the dulcimer's beginnings back to European immigration to America in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. As German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania and Appalachia, they brought with them
scheitholts, a type of northern European fretted zither. As German immigrants intermingled with English and
Scotch-Irish immigrants, the scheitholt, which was customarily played to a slower tempo in German cultural
music, began to be musically integrated into the faster tempos of English and Scotch-Irish ballads and folk
songs. As Appalachia absorbed an increasing flow of English and Scotch-Irish immigrants and the musical
traditions they brought with them, the scheitholt steadily evolved into an instrument that reflected this folk
music amalgamation, and the modern dulcimer was born. In this second edition, Smith brings the dulcimer's
history into the twenty-first century with a new preface and updates to the original edition. Copiously
illustrated with images of both antique scheitholts and contemporary dulcimers, The Story of the Dulcimer is
a testament to the enduring musical heritage of Appalachia and solves one of the region's musical mysteries.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Branson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can
do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on guardería until university need this The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) to read.

Lynda Wright:

The e-book untitled The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) is the reserve that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Donna Bradford:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
read. The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) can be your answer because it can be read by you
who have those short time problems.

Beth Johnson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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