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Winner of the 2004 Prix de Flore—one of France's most distinguished literary prizes—a wildly
romantic, true-life love story

“History follows a trail of sputtering desire, often calling upon the delusions of lovers to generate the sparks.
If it weren’t for us, the world would suffer from a dismal lack of stories," writes Bruce Benderson in this
brutally candid memoir.

“What astonishes and intrigues is Benderson’s way of recounting, in the sweetest possible voice, things that
are considered shocking,” wrote Le Monde. What’s so shocking? It’s not just Benderson’s job translating
Céline Dion’s saccharine autobiography, which he admits is driving him mad; but his unrequited love for an
impoverished Romanian in “cheap club-kid platforms with dollar signs in his squinting eyes,” whom he
meets while on a journalism assignment in Eastern Europe.

Rather than retreat, Benderson absorbs everything he can about Romanian culture and discovers an uncanny
similarity between his own obsession for the Romanian (named Romulus) and the disastrous love affair of
King Carol II, the last king of Romania (1893-1953). Throughout, Benderson—“absolutely free of bitterness,
nastiness, or any desire to protect himself,” wrote Le Monde—is sustained by little white codeine pills, a
poetic self-awareness, a sense of humor, and an unwavering belief in the perfect romance, even as wild dogs
chase him down Romanian streets.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Romanian: Story of an Obsession. All type
of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Milford Garrett:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to
stand than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that The
Romanian: Story of an Obsession book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Ronald Tanaka:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is The Romanian: Story of an Obsession this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Nancy Stever:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Romanian: Story of an
Obsession can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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