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David Émile Durkheim's classic analysis of religion offers a reasoned and sustained examination of
faith, its origins and its nature, to the reader.
 First appearing to the public in 1912, the poignant nature of the text and its incisive examination of religion
and its pivotal nature in society resulted in The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life becoming a classic of
sociology. Durkheim's researches were lengthy and thorough, ranging across the examination of tribal
groupings in the Americas and Australia.
 For his part, Durkheim viewed religion as a generally positive thing for its promotion of community, social
unity and friendships within a social structure. His personal preoccupation with societal trends, whereby
science and technology were supplanting religion as a driving force in most Western societies, is expressed
within this text which seeks to explore the value in the rituals and practices peculiar to religions.
 The book begins by reaching for a definition of religion and the phenomena which connote religious faith.
The various tenets which constitute a faith are examined in turn, with examples given. Later in the text,
consideration is given to the foremost practices; Durkheim continually refers to the 'primitive cult', and posits
that human veneration of objects and phenomena leads to totemism, which in turn forms the founding of a
sophisticated belief system.
 The author consistently attempts to discover common strains which religions possess, while purposely
putting the supernatural and divine to one side for the sake of better focusing on the traits which comprise
faith within small communities and in wider society. As a result of Durkheim's rigorous analysis, this text
remains relevant and valuable for students and practitioners of sociology and psychology to this day.
 This edition of the text contains the original and highly regarded translation to English by Joseph Ward
Swain.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Torres:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Elementary Forms of the
Religious Life will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with
you?

Susan Tokarz:

This The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This particular The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life without we know teach the one
who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Elementary
Forms of the Religious Life can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Elementary Forms of the
Religious Life having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Linda Monge:

The book untitled The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Thomas Hall:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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