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Some observers believe America’s promises are dramatically fulfilled by marriage across boundaries.
Following their hearts rather than familial and communal preferences, intermarried couples illustrate the
triumph of such Romantic values as the sanctity of the individual and the sacredness of personal passions.
Intermarriages are also touted as emblems of increased tolerance.

If intermarriage is a blessing, American Jews are among the prime beneficiaries. Recent statistical studies
show that about half of all recent marriages involving a Jew have been to non-Jews. Many of these Jews
maintain at least some ties to their own ethnoreligious heritage. At the same time, very few of the non-Jews
marrying Jewish men and women today convert to Judaism. The same cultural tolerance that nurtures mixed
marriage also promotes the idea that each partner can maintain his or her own distinctive, premarriage
identity. Thus, the homes they form include two religious identities, and, often, two or more ethnic identities.

The American Jewish resistance to intermarriage held by earlier generations has given way to the view that
intermarriage is normative in the American milieu. But what is the impact of mixed marriage on Jews and
Judaism? Concerned that intermarriage may weaken American Jewish vitality, many wonder: Will the
blessing of American openness cause Jewish culture to be virtually loved out of existence in twenty-first-
century America? This provocative question frames Fishman’s study.

Drawing on more than 250 original interviews with mixed-married men and women, focus group discussions
with their teenaged children, materials produced by communal, secular, and religious organizations, and
conferences, books, and films created by and for interfaith audiences, Fishman examines family dynamics in
mixed-married households. She looks at the responses of Jewish and non-Jewish family and friends. She
investigates how the "December dilemma" plays itself out in diverse mixed Jewish households and explores
popular cultural depictions of mixed marriages in fiction, film, television, and in material artifacts such as the
"Mixed Message Greeting Card Company."

Fishman concludes with a look at Jewish communal responses from rabbis, schools, and synagogues, and the
Jewish community to the potential demographic crisis resulting from mixed marriages. While understanding
and accepting the cultural imperatives that have produced high intermarriage rates, Fishman emphasizes the
key role of education in creating Jews who seek to remain affiliated. As one reviewer points out, her book
offers a "well-thought-out response to a problem that has generated more hysteria than reasoned analysis."
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Gill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Double or Nothing?: Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis
Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life & HBI Series on Jewish Women). Try to make the
book Double or Nothing?: Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis Series in American Jewish
History, Culture, and Life & HBI Series on Jewish Women) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your
friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Callie Allen:

The book Double or Nothing?: Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis Series in American Jewish
History, Culture, and Life & HBI Series on Jewish Women) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Double or Nothing?:
Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life & HBI
Series on Jewish Women) for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a e-book Double or Nothing?: Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis Series in American
Jewish History, Culture, and Life & HBI Series on Jewish Women). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Dennis Green:

The book Double or Nothing?: Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis Series in American Jewish
History, Culture, and Life & HBI Series on Jewish Women) will bring you to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Double or Nothing?: Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis
Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life & HBI Series on Jewish Women) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

William Sanchez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed



to be exactly added. This guide Double or Nothing?: Jewish Families and Mixed Marriage (Brandeis Series
in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life & HBI Series on Jewish Women) was filled about science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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