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Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm: Fashioning the Feminine in I nostri antenati and Gli amori difficili is
the first book-length analysis of the representation of the feminine in Calvino's fiction. Using the structural
umbrella of the Pygmalion paradigm and using feminist interpretative techniques, this book offers interesting
alternative readings of two of Calvino's important early narrative collections. The Pygmalion paradigm
concerns the creation by a male 'artist' of a feminine ideal and highlights the artificiality and narcissistic
desire associated with the creation process. This book discusses Calvino's active and deliberate work of self-
creation, accomplished through extensive self-commentaries and exposes both the lack of importance
Calvino placed on the feminine in his narratives and the relative absence of critical attention focused on this
area. Relying on the analogy between Pygmalion's pieces of ivory and Barthes' 'seme' and drawing upon the
ideas underlying Kristevan intertextuality, the book demonstrates that, despite Calvino's professed lack of
interest in character development, his female characters are carefully and purposefully constructed. A close
reading of Calvino's narratives, engaging directly with Freud, Lacan and the feminist psychoanalytical
thinking of Kofmann, Kristeva, Kaplan and others, demonstrates how Calvino uses his female characters as
foils for the existential reflections of his typically maladjusted and narcissistic male characters.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the book untitled Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Larry Murray:

Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Carlos Pollard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm
(Troubador Italian Studies) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Calvino and the
Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Joseph Moody:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) when you desired it?
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