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Black Venus is a feminist study of the representations of black women in the literary, cultural, and scientific
imagination of nineteenth-century France. Employing psychoanalysis, feminist film theory, and the critical
race theory articulated in the works of Frantz Fanon and Toni Morrison, T. Denean Sharpley-Whiting argues
that black women historically invoked both desire and primal fear in French men. By inspiring repulsion,
attraction, and anxiety, they gave rise in the nineteenth-century French male imagination to the primitive
narrative of Black Venus.
The book opens with an exploration of scientific discourse on black females, using Sarah Bartmann, the so-
called Hottentot Venus, and natural scientist Georges Cuvier as points of departure. To further show how the
image of a savage was projected onto the bodies of black women, Sharpley-Whiting moves into popular
culture with an analysis of an 1814 vaudeville caricature of Bartmann, then shifts onto the terrain of
canonical French literature and colonial cinema, exploring the representation of black women by Baudelaire,
Balzac, Zola, Maupassant, and Loti. After venturing into twentieth-century film with an analysis of
Josephine Baker’s popular Princesse Tam Tam, the study concludes with a discussion of how black
Francophone women writers and activists countered stereotypical representations of black female bodies
during this period. A first-time translation of the vaudeville show The Hottentot Venus, or Hatred of
Frenchwomen supplements this critique of the French male gaze of the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.
Both intellectually rigorous and culturally intriguing, this study will appeal to students and scholars in the
fields of nineteenth- and twentieth-century French literature, feminist and gender studies, black studies, and
cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and
Primitive Narratives in French. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important some sort of book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and
Primitive Narratives in French. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Marie Griffin:

The book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a
book Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French to get your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a book Black Venus: Sexualized
Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sergio Kelley:

This Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears,
and Primitive Narratives in French without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal
Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Black
Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French having excellent arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Maxine Whitley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal
Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one



book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and Primitive Narratives in French.
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