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During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, North American Indian leaders commonly signed treaties
with the European powers and the American and Canadian governments with an X, signifying their presence
and assent to the terms. These x-marks indicated coercion (because the treaties were made under unfair
conditions), resistance (because they were often met with protest), and acquiescence (to both a European
modernity and the end of a particular moment of Indian history and identity).
 
In X-Marks, Scott Richard Lyons explores the complexity of contemporary Indian identity and current
debates among Indians about traditionalism, nationalism, and tribalism. Employing the x-mark as a metaphor
for what he calls the “Indian assent to the new,” Lyons offers a valuable alternative to both imperialist
concepts of assimilation and nativist notions of resistance, calling into question the binary oppositions
produced during the age of imperialism and maintaining that indigeneity is something that people do, not
what they are. Drawing on his personal experiences and family history on the Leech Lake Ojibwe
Reservation in northern Minnesota, discourses embedded in Ojibwemowin (the Ojibwe language), and
disagreements about Indian identity within Native American studies, Lyons contends that Indians should be
able to choose nontraditional ways of living, thinking, and being without fear of being condemned as
inauthentic.
 
Arguing for a greater recognition of the diversity of Native America, X-Marks analyzes ongoing
controversies about Indian identity, addresses the issue of culture and its use and misuse by essentialists, and
considers the implications of the idea of an Indian nation. At once intellectually rigorous and deeply
personal, X-Marks holds that indigenous peoples can operate in modern times while simultaneously honoring
and defending their communities, practices, and values.
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From reader reviews:

Tommie Payton:

Here thing why this X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
reserve that similar with X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas) in e-book can be your option.

Jennifer McNab:

The publication untitled X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas) is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas)
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

James Hose:

The reason? Because this X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Latonya Sams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent (Indigenous Americas) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to



pick up this book.
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