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Because a man writes good poetry it does not follow of necessity that he will write good prose; but it is only
necessary to recall such names as Milton, Wordsworth, Scott, and Swinburne to remind us that a good poet is
likely to be also a master of prose. To these names we may now add Robert Buchanan, who, having proved
himself a poet of no mean order, has recently tempted fame in another sphere. Like Scott, Mr. Buchanan had
earned a reputation as a poet before employing his pen in different uses, and, like Scott, he has chosen
romance as the field of his new efforts. It may even be that, like Scott, his truest talent lies in this direction
But we have no intention of pressing the resemblance further, for nothing can be more unlike than the poetry
and romance of Buchanan and those of Scott. Buchanan has a great deal more of the poetic gift than Scott,
though his poems will never obtain the popularity of the latter's. We remember to have read some stanzas of
Buchanan's on a Skylark which, though widely different in the phase of thought, approach in excellence the
divine ode of Shelley's. But to the average reader Buchanan is generally unintelligible; his thoughts are of
that introspective sort which pass the understanding of the superficial; and besides, his meaning, after the
manner of the modern school of poets, is too often hidden in some obscure metaphor or conceit, or some
quaint affectation in expression.

Quite as great is the contrast between a romance of Scott's, such as "The Talisman" or "Ivanhoe," and this
story of Buchanan's. The romance of the former is a tribute to chivalry—a picture of war, with its horrors
kept entirely in the background—the praise of physical strength and soldierly skill. The heroes of Scott's
romances are, like Homer's heroes, knights renowned in war and glorying in the battlefield. "The Shadow of
the Sword" is properly called a romance, but in many respects it is as little like what we usually look upon as
a romance as can well be imagined. It is a romance, for it abounds in strange and romantic adventure; the
incidents are improbable, marvelous; the hero is so idealized that we never expect to see any one like him in
real life. But the scene of the story is not laid in camps and battlefields, but in a sequestered Breton village.
The people whose fortunes we follow are not courtly knights and ladies, but simple and superstitious rustics.
The hero is not a gallant and chivalrous soldier, but a peasant with such a passionate hatred of war that he
submits to the imputation of being a coward and a chouan, and lives as an outcast, with a price on his head,
rather than serve as a conscript under Bonaparte.

The story shows how the ambition of Napoleon influenced for infinite evil the life of a Breton peasant, of
whom, or of whose quiet dwelling-place, the great Emperor had probably never heard. Rohan Gwenfern is a
daring fowler, dwelling in a little hamlet in Brittany at the time when Bonaparte was spreading war and
devastation over Europe. In depicting him the author indulges all the poetic passion for physical beauty; he is
a lion in magnificence of form, as well as in strength and courage. But nature has given Rohan a mind above
the minds of his fellows, and accident has developed his powers of reflection and the moral side of his
character. The two things he most detests in the world are war and the usurper Napoleon. The former he
regards with passionate and uncontrollable hatred, as the curse of civilization. He shudders at the thought of
shedding human blood: when with a wild and powerful imagination he pictures to himself the horrors of a
battlefield, he trembles, and is actually afraid. Bonaparte is to him a bloody tyrant whom no man is called
upon to obey, a monster born into the world to fill it with desolation, a Cain whom any one would be
justified in slaying....

—The Canadian Monthly and National Review, Vol. 11 [1877]
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

The book untitled The Shadow of the Sword contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Merry Springs:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Shadow of the Sword which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Nancy Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Shadow of the Sword.

Travis Smith:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Shadow of the Sword to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book
The Shadow of the Sword can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of their time.
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