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Originally called mad-doctoring, psychiatry began in the seventeenth century with the establishing of
madhouses and the legal empowering of doctors to incarcerate persons denominated as insane. Until the end
of the nineteenth century, every relationship between psychiatrist and patient was based on domination and
coercion, as between master and slave. Psychiatry, its emblem the state mental hospital, was a part of the
public sphere, the sphere of coercion.

The advent of private psychotherapy, at the end of the nineteenth century, split psychiatry in two: some
patients continued to be the involuntary inmates of state hospitals; others became the voluntary patients of
privately practicing psychotherapists. Psychotherapy was officially defined as a type of medical treatment,
but actually was a secular-medical version of the cure of souls. Relationships between therapist and patient,
Thomas Szasz argues, was based on cooperation and contract, as is relationships between employer and
employee, or, between clergyman and parishioner. Psychotherapy, its emblem the therapist's office, was a
part of the private sphere, the contract.

Through most of the twentieth century, psychiatry was a house divided-half-slave, and half-free. During the
past few decades, psychiatry became united again: all relations between psychiatrists and patients, regardless
of the nature of the interaction between them, are now based on actual or potential coercion. This situation is
the result of two major "reforms" that deprive therapist and patient alike of the freedom to contract with one
another: Therapists now have a double duty: they must protect all mental patients-involuntary and voluntary,
hospitalized or outpatient, incompetent or competent-from themselves. They must also protect the public
from all patients.

Persons designated as mental patients may be exempted from responsibility for the deleterious consequences
of their own behavior if it is attributed to mental illness. The radical differences between the coercive
character of mental hospital practices in the public sphere, and the consensual character of psychotherapeutic
practices in the private sphere, are thus destroyed. At the same time, as the scope of psychiatric coercion
expands from the mental hospital to the psychiatrist's office, its reach extends into every part of society, from
early childhood to old age.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Davis:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Liberation by Oppression: A Comparative Study
of Slavery and Psychiatry can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Keith Cochran:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Liberation by Oppression: A Comparative Study of
Slavery and Psychiatry can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Liberation by
Oppression: A Comparative Study of Slavery and Psychiatry.

Charlotte Cooper:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Liberation by Oppression: A Comparative Study of Slavery and Psychiatry. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Albert Hartley:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book Liberation by Oppression: A Comparative Study of Slavery and Psychiatry we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
Liberation by Oppression: A Comparative Study of Slavery and Psychiatry. You can more attractive than
now.
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