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In Lincoln and Congress, William C. Harris reveals that the relationship between the president and Congress,
though sometimes contentious, was cooperative rather than adversarial. During his time as president,
Abraham Lincoln embodied his personal conviction that the nation’s executive should not interfere with the
work of the legislature, and though often critical of him privately, in public congressional leaders
compromised with and assisted the president to unite the North and minimize opposition to the war.

Despite the turbulence of the era and the consequent tensions within the government, the executive and
legislative branches showed restraint in their dealings with each other. In fact, except in his official messages
to Congress, Lincoln rarely lobbied for congressional action, and he vetoed only one important measure
during his tenure as president. Many congressmen from Lincoln’s own party, although publicly supportive,
doubted his leadership and sought a larger role for Congress in setting war policies. Though they controlled
Congress, Republican legislators frequently differed among themselves in shaping legislation and in their
reactions to events as well as in their relationships both with each other and with the president. Harris draws
intriguing sketches of nineteenth-century congressional leaders and shows that, contrary to what historians
have traditionally concluded, radical Republicans such as Representative Thaddeus Stevens and Senator
Charles Sumner did not dominate their party or Congress. Harris includes the minority party’s role, showing
that Northern Democrats and conservative Unionists of the border states generally opposed Republican
policies but worked with them on support for the troops and on nonwar issues like the Pacific Railroad Bill.

Lincoln and Congress sheds new light on the influence of members of Congress and their relationship with
Lincoln on divisive issues such as military affairs, finance, slavery, constitutional rights, reconstruction, and
Northern political developments. Enjoyable both for casual Civil War readers and professional historians,
this book provides an engaging narrative that helps readers redefine and understand the political partnership
that helped the Union survive.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Lincoln and Congress has been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The book Lincoln and Congress is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
while using book Lincoln and Congress. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Cody Smith:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Lincoln and Congress as well as others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Lincoln and Congress to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Steven Deloatch:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Lincoln and Congress can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Lincoln and Congress to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication Lincoln and Congress can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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