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For the major poets of Osip Mandelstam's generation, poetry represented a calling in the most tangible sense.
To respond to it meant to fashion from the available cultural and personal material a mythic self, one that
could serve both as the organizing subject for poetry and as an object of worshipful adoration. A successful
poet like Mandelstam thus became the focal point of a complex cultural phenomenon-perhaps a charismatic
cult-that shaped his writings, gesture, and reception.

Gregory Freidin examines Mandelstam's legacy in this broader context and lays the groundwork for
approaching modernist Russian poetry as a charismatic institution. He traces the interplay of poetic tradition,
personal background, historical events, religious culture, and political developments as they entered the
symbolic order of Mandelstam's art and helped determine its outlines in the reader's imagination. Many
important aspects of the Mandelstam phenomenon, including the Jewish theme, the meaning of the poet's
Christianity, his political stand, and, in particular, his conflict with Stalin and Stalinism, receive here a new
interpretation.

A case study in the emergence of a literary cult, A Coat of Many Colors reveals how Russian poetry of the
early twentieth century functioned as a charismatic institution of a distinctly modern kind. Those who
belonged to it combined knowledge of the recent studies in myth, magic, and religion with the cultivation of
verbal magic, mythic consciousness, and unorthodox religious beliefs. Following Mandelstam's career over
its entire span (1908-1938), Freidin shows how the poet benefited from literary scholarship, comparative
mythology, the history and sociology of religion at the same time he was emulating in his poetry the very
subject of these academic disciplines. To account for this duality in interpreting Mandelstam's writings,
Freidin draws on explanatory paradigms of contemporary human sciences, from Saussure and the Formalists
to Weber, Durkheim, Freud, and Marcel Mauss.
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From reader reviews:

Elida Allman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled A Coat of Many Colors: Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of
Self-Presentation. Try to make the book A Coat of Many Colors: Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of
Self-Presentation as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Melanie Roberts:

The experience that you get from A Coat of Many Colors: Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of Self-
Presentation could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Coat of Many Colors:
Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of Self-Presentation giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of A Coat of Many Colors: Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of Self-Presentation
instantly.

Mary Nixon:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Coat of Many Colors:
Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of Self-Presentation, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Erik Garcia:

This A Coat of Many Colors: Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of Self-Presentation is brand new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this A Coat of Many Colors: Osip Mandelstam and His Mythologies of Self-Presentation
can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by



anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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