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Since the 1950s sociology has experienced a decline in prestige when compared with the other social
sciences. In some highly publicized cases some universities have retrenched their sociology departments,
others are contemplating either retrenchment or downsizing of their departments. Although there are some
practitioners of the discipline who believe that it has never been in better shape, many sociologists have
come to believe that there are very serious problems both in the cognitive and social organization of the
discipline. This book contains sixteen essays by sociologists who believe that their discipline faces very
serious problems which must be overcome if the discipline is to survive and prosper. The contributors were
selected to represent diverse views and thus there is substantial disagreement among them over what the
problems are that sociology faces and how they may be remedied. In this highly provocative book readers is
likely to find some essays they agree with and others they disagree with; but all the essays present important
problems faced by the discipline which must be addressed. Although the authors of the sixteen essays do not
agree on what is wrong with the discipline, there are some themes which appear frequently. In his
introduction Cole summarizes and comments on these themes. His introduction centers on the question of
whether sociology is entirely socially constructed. Is what we believe to be true about society constrained by
empirical evidence or is it a result of our ideology, power, authority, and other social processes? One theme
which appears in many of the essays is that sociology has become too ideological and as a result has lost
credibility among university administrators, politicians and the general public. Many of the essays also stress
the view that there are very low levels of consensus in sociology and that it is hard to see evidence of
progress. Others criticize the discipline for not dealing with the really important social issues and see much
of the work published as being parochial and trivial. Questions are also raised about why the use of causal
models has failed to generate solutions to most of the problems the discipline addresses. Some authors
believe that the discipline adheres to an overly rational model of human behavior and has failed to keep up
with some of the advances introduced by post-modernist theories. This highly readable set of essays should
be of interest to all those are concerned about the current state of sociology. They will also be useful in
introducing graduate students to some of the most important issues currently being debated in the field.
Stephen Cole is currently professor of sociology at the State University of New York at Stony Brook and
professor of sociology at the University of Queensland, Australia. He is the author of Making Science:
Between Nature and Society, and with Jonathan R. Cole, Social Stratification in Science.
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From reader reviews:

Margherita Pettit:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This What's Wrong with Sociology? book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of What's Wrong with Sociology? content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking What's Wrong with Sociology? is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Gregory Morrow:

This What's Wrong with Sociology? is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having What's
Wrong with Sociology? in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Elisabeth Martinez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and What's Wrong with Sociology? as well as
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes
What's Wrong with Sociology? to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Stacy Abercrombie:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this What's Wrong with Sociology? can
make you feel more interested to read.
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