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Tortoises may be the first family of higher animals to become extinct in the coming decades. They are losing
the survival race because of what distinguishes them, in particular their slow, steady pace of life and
reproduction.

The Last Tortoise offers an introduction to these remarkable animals and the extraordinary adaptations that
have allowed them to successfully populate a diverse range of habitats—from deserts to islands to tropical
forests. The shields that protect their shoulders and ribs have helped them evade predators. They are also
safeguarded by their extreme longevity and long period of fertility. Craig Stanford details how human
predation has overcome these evolutionary advantages, extinguishing several species and threatening the
remaining forty-five.

At the center of this beautifully written work is Stanford’s own research in the Mascarene and Galapagos
Islands, where the plight of giant tortoise populations illustrates the threat faced by all tortoises. He addresses
unique survival problems, from genetic issues to the costs and benefits of different reproductive strategies.
Though the picture Stanford draws is bleak, he offers reason for hope in the face of seemingly inevitable
tragedy. Like many intractable environmental problems, extinction is not manifest destiny. Focusing on
tortoise nurseries and breeding facilities, the substitution of proxy species for extinct tortoises, and the
introduction of species to new environments, Stanford’s work makes a persuasive case for the future of the
tortoise in all its rich diversity.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Last Tortoise: A Tale of Extinction in Our
Lifetime seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The Last Tortoise: A Tale of Extinction in Our
Lifetime is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the
book The Last Tortoise: A Tale of Extinction in Our Lifetime. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Joann Hamilton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Last Tortoise: A Tale
of Extinction in Our Lifetime that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Last Tortoise: A Tale of
Extinction in Our Lifetime become your current starter.

Kirby Paradiso:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Last Tortoise: A Tale of Extinction in Our
Lifetime. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Theodore Huff:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book The Last Tortoise: A Tale of Extinction in Our Lifetime. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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