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David Gordon reminds us that, while the word God is no longer meaningful from a scientific point of view, it
continues to denote a resonant myth in our imaginative lives. He directs our attention to those gifted writers
(here called "literary antitheists") who combat the presence of this myth in their own minds by finding
artistic means to dramatize the resultant conflict. Seven such writers, spanning a 200 year period, are closely
studied, their shifting orientation to the God question constituting a progressive narration. Diderot, before the
French Revolution, wrestles speculatively with the difficulty of reconciling the godless materialist
philosophy he embraced with man's undeniable moral concerns. In the 19th century the matter becomes more
urgent. Buechner imagines a connection between human helplessness in the face of history and divine
impotence, and Mark Twain satirically links God and man by way of their common cruelty and stupidity.
Nietzsche boldly explores the moral difficulties and opportunities of living in a metaphysically formless
world, while Hardy broods poetically over the lack of fitness between man and a quasi-anthropomorphic
cosmic will. For Stevens in the 20th century God is assumed to be absent, but the need to believe persists,
and his work asks how the making of poetry can answer that need. Rounding out the narrative, Beckett
understands the nihilism that had alarmed and excited Nietzsche as simply defining the human condition.
The lingering old myth is a subject for mockery and can offer us no comfort at all. His response is to invent
remarkable ways by which nothingness itself becomes fertile ground for imaginative effort.
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From reader reviews:

John Street:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Jennifer Newhouse:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific SEVEN LITERARY
ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Stacia Cobb:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett book is readable
by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected
with SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you continue to thinking SEVEN LITERARY ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Della Francis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual SEVEN LITERARY
ANTITHEISTS: from Diderot to Beckett is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.
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