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The book investigates the beliefs about governance that determine that state structures are the most
appropriate venue for international human rights actors and activists to operate. Helen Delfeld argues that
those beliefs rely on a normative perception of a nation-state, not necessarily applicable to most of the post-
colonial world. While most post-colonial states may appear to demonstrate the trappings of modern nation-
statehood, these projects are mostly spurred by and benefit an elite class. At the same time, there may be
little identification with their government among the grassroots polity.

Delfeld focuses on the Philippines as an example of a post-colonial state, using nested case studies to show
how people think differently about the state at different scales. Following a two-pronged approach, she
investigates key moments of state action or inaction, and then asks people at the grassroots about their
perspectives on governance, their engagement with the state, and their views of human rights. Her findings
indicate that people at the grassroots rely on alternative forms of governance, often in the form of NGOs,
INGOs, local cooperatives, informal networks, or structures that pre-date both colonization and
independence. Her research also indicates the possibility that some of the most effective human rights actors
do not rely on the state, as demonstrated by comparing locally-generated campaigns aimed at promoting
environmental rights with state campaigns that address violence against women.

The Hollow State and Human Rights shows that rights initiatives misdirected through a "hollow state" might
strengthen the mechanisms of the state, but might not actually create a more attentive nation-state. Human
rights activists and actors may be far more effective by accessing local structures directly, the practical
implications of which go beyond the Philippines to other post-colonial states.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Knudsen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Human Rights and the Hollow State (Routledge Research in Human
Rights). Try to stumble through book Human Rights and the Hollow State (Routledge Research in Human
Rights) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Jarred Chisolm:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this Human Rights and the Hollow State (Routledge Research in Human Rights).

Doreen Williams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a e-book. The book Human Rights and the Hollow State (Routledge Research in Human
Rights) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book features high quality.

Patty Shield:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Human Rights and the Hollow



State (Routledge Research in Human Rights) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.
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