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Post-Reconstruction Texas in the mid-1870s was still relatively primitive, with communities isolated from
each other in a largely open-range environment. Cattlemen owned herds of cattle in numerous counties while
brand laws remained local. Friction arose when the nonresident stockmen attempted to gather their cattle,
and mavericking was common. Law enforcement at the local level could cope with handling local drunks,
collecting taxes, and attending the courts when in session, but when an outrageous crime occurred, or
depredations in a community were at a level that severely taxed or overwhelmed the local sheriff, there was
seldom any other recourse except a vigilante movement. With such a fragile hold on civilization in these
communities, it is not difficult to understand how a “blood feud” could occur. During 1874 the Hoo Doo
War erupted in the Texas Hill Country of Mason County, and for the remainder of the century violence and
fear ruled the region in a rising tide of hatred and revenge. It is widely considered the most bitter feud in
Texas history. Traditionally the feud is said to have begun with the intention of protecting the families,
property and livelihood of the largely agrarian settlers in Mason and Llano counties. The truth is far more
sinister. Evidence shows that the mob was contaminated from the outset by a criminal element, a fact the
participants failed to recognize. They believed they were above the law. They were not above vengeance.
The feud began in 1874 with the rise of the mob under Sheriff John Clark, but it was not until the
premeditated murder of rancher Timothy Williamson in the spring of 1875, a murder orchestrated by Sheriff
Clark, that the violence escalated out of control. His death drew former Texas Ranger Scott Cooley to the
region seeking justice, and when the courts failed, he began a vendetta to avenge his friend. In the ensuing
months, Sheriff Clark used the mob to secure his political position by ambushing ranchers George Gladden
and Moses Baird, which drew gunfighters such as John Ringo into the violence. As more men were killed,
new forces joined the spiral of death. Local and state officials proved powerless, and it was not until the early
1900s that the feud burned itself out. Johnson has proven a diligent researcher in locating information
concerning the Hoo Doo War. Using contemporary newspaper accounts, letters, diaries, and official reports,
he analyzes the myths and legends surrounding the feud and presents the unvarnished truth of what happened
in Mason County. This book is the definitive account of the Hoo Doo War, as well as a case study in frontier
violence of the bloodiest kind.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Casas:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you don't
know which one you should start with. This The Mason County "Hoo Doo" War, 1874-1902 (A.C. Greene
Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Kathryn Botello:

This The Mason County "Hoo Doo" War, 1874-1902 (A.C. Greene Series) are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Mason County "Hoo Doo" War, 1874-1902 (A.C.
Greene Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this The Mason County "Hoo Doo" War, 1874-1902 (A.C. Greene Series)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Mason County "Hoo Doo" War, 1874-1902
(A.C. Greene Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Gary Muldowney:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. The Mason County "Hoo Doo" War, 1874-1902 (A.C. Greene Series) can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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