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The Chinese have a saying, “From heart to arm . . . to hand . . . to brush . . . to paper.” This epitomizes the
concept of Hsieh-i, or the “written idea,” the spontaneous, expressive approach to Chinese brush painting
known as the Literati, or free-form style.

In The Ch’i of the Brush, artist Nan Rae illustrates the fundamental elements and traditional motifs of the
Literati style, which seeks to transcend the mere representation of a subject to capture its ch’i, or life force,
by using a minimum of brush strokes for maximum effect. In the Literati style, no sketches are prepared and
no models are used; instead, the artist paints with rapid, intuitive movements of the brush that convey his or
her “mind image” of the subject.

Nan Rae’s unique approach to Chinese brush painting combines the grace of the Literati style with an
impressionist approach to color. In Part 1, “Preparing for Your Journey,” Rae discusses the creative roots and
various styles of Chinese brush painting, as well as the materials, techniques, and state of mind needed when
approaching this intuitive painting style. In Part 2, a series of step-by-step worksheets demonstrates how to
paint “Enchanting Flowers” (iris, wisteria, magnolia, and others) as well as “Captivating Creatures” (panda,
bird, crane, dragonfly, and more). Finally, “Finishing Touches” shows how to mount a completed painting
and add traditional Chinese seals.

• Interest in Chinese brush painting
is strong

• The presentation of traditional motifs makes this painting style accessible to artists at all skill levels

• Filled with lush, full-color artwork in a charming, sophisticated package
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

The book The Ch'I of the Brush: Capturing the Spirit of Nature with Chinese Brush Painting Techniques can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave the great thing like a book The Ch'I of the Brush: Capturing the Spirit of Nature with Chinese
Brush Painting Techniques? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Ch'I
of the Brush: Capturing the Spirit of Nature with Chinese Brush Painting Techniques has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Joshua West:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Ch'I of the Brush: Capturing the Spirit of Nature with
Chinese Brush Painting Techniques can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Dustin Broach:

The Ch'I of the Brush: Capturing the Spirit of Nature with Chinese Brush Painting Techniques can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Ch'I of the Brush: Capturing the Spirit of Nature with Chinese Brush Painting
Techniques nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Carlos Mendoza:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is The Ch'I of the Brush: Capturing the Spirit of Nature with Chinese Brush Painting



Techniques this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of
you.
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