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A New York Times business journalist explains why it’s important for people to pursue big creative projects,
and identifies both the obstacles and the productive habits that emerge on the path to completion—including
her own experience writing this book.

Whether it’s the Great American Novel or a groundbreaking new app, many people want to create a Big
Thing, but finding the motivation to get started, let alone complete the work, can be daunting. In The Big
Thing, New York Times business writer and editor Phyllis Korkki combines real-life stories, science, and
insights from her own experience to illuminate the factors that drive people to complete big creative
projects—and the obstacles that threaten to derail success.

In the course of creating her own Big Thing—this book—Korkki explores the individual and collaborative
projects of others: from memoirs, art installations, and musical works to theater productions, small
businesses, and charities. She identifies the main aspects of a Big Thing, including meaningful goals, focus
and effort, the difficulties posed by the demands of everyday life, and the high risk of failure and
disappointment. Korkki also breaks down components of the creative process and the characteristics that
define it, and offers her thoughts on avoiding procrastination, staying motivated, scheduling a routine, and
overcoming self-doubt and the restrictions of a day job. Filled with inspiring stories, practical advice, and a
refreshing dose of honesty, The Big Thing doesn’t minimize the negative side of such pursuits—including
the fact that big projects are hard to complete and raise difficult questions about one’s self-worth.

Inspiring, wise, humorous, and good-natured, The Big Thing is a meditation on the importance of self-
expression and purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Kline:

The book The Big Thing: How to Complete Your Creative Project Even if You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting
Procrastinator Like Me can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Big Thing: How to Complete Your
Creative Project Even if You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting Procrastinator Like Me? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Big Thing: How to Complete Your Creative
Project Even if You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting Procrastinator Like Me has simple shape however, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Irma Tijerina:

This The Big Thing: How to Complete Your Creative Project Even if You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting
Procrastinator Like Me book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Big Thing: How to
Complete Your Creative Project Even if You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting Procrastinator Like Me without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Big Thing: How to Complete Your Creative Project Even if You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting Procrastinator
Like Me can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Big Thing: How to Complete Your Creative
Project Even if You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting Procrastinator Like Me having excellent arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Cora Snyder:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Big Thing: How to Complete Your Creative Project Even if
You're a Lazy, Self-Doubting Procrastinator Like Me will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.



Mary Perez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide The Big Thing: How to Complete Your Creative Project Even if You're a Lazy,
Self-Doubting Procrastinator Like Me was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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