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On the Well-Tempered Clavier's title page, J.S. Bach wrote that these works were "…for the profit and use
of the musical youth eager to learn as well as for the pastime of those already skilled in this study." How we
interpret the meaning of "learning" and "pastime" is up to each of us. For me, the most striking characteristic
of this work is its perfect relationship between counterpoint and harmony. I have always desired to
understand the mechanisms behind this relationship, to find the source of Bach’s harmonic awareness, and to
then play these compositions with this understanding.

The current prevailing paradigm is that the scores of the WTC are essentially composed of pitches and
intervals directly projected from Bach’s mind into different voices. Under this paradigm, the harmony is
widely considered, at least in many of Bach's fugues, to be the inexplicable result of the constant encounters
between the different voices, thus disregarding any possibility to find structured harmonic progressions in the
preludes and fugues. Therefore, any harmonic study is reduced to a theoretical exercise, with no link to the
mental process of the composition’s creation or performance.

Despite the alleged insignificance, the urge to understand Bach’s harmonic thinking is hardly a new one. In
1773, a student of Kirnberger's, J.A.P Schulz wrote a treatise at his teacher's request. This treatise, Die
wahren Grundsätze zum Gebrauch der Harmony (The true principles for the practice of harmony) includes
harmonic interpretations of Bach’s Fugues in B Minor, bk. I, and in A Minor, bk. II. As part of this harmonic
study, the treatise adds a realized thorough bass and two figured fundamental basses on independent staffs to
each fugue.

By the time I read this treatise, I had already begun to discover that logical progressions of implied
fundamental basses—which I believed were representations of a mental process—lay at the core of many of
Bach’s compositions. Schulz’s work was an important step, as his thorough bass showed that these fugues
could be understood beyond the given contrapuntal lines, but he did not describe the progressional logic to
be found across entire compositions. I accomplished the next step by completely dissociating the bass from a
staff, since writing these basses on a staff contradicts their abstract nature. This also avoids any confusion
with the natural resonance's bass.

By seeking to break away from conventional understandings of Bach's compositional process, I was able to
come at the problem from a new direction. Through my search for how Bach’s melodic lines may have
resulted from a far deeper mental process, I was led toward the mental-bass concept, and these mental basses
allowed me to formulate harmonic solutions for all 96 pieces of the WTC.

This edition of the Prelude and Fugue in C Major from the Well-Tempered Clavier, bk. I, presents a full
score harmonic interpretation illustrated by a new graphical concept (explained with a quick reference card)
within the score itself, permitting study and understanding of the harmony’s logic through the music itself,
and without "blather". In addition, an unannotated score is also provided.



I have also written a brief booklet, which is divided as follows. The first section explains any difficulties that
may be seen in the prelude’s graphical analysis. The next part is dedicated to reconstructing the fugue’s
compositional process step by step, as informed by the mental bass. The third section contains a brief
demonstration of how the fugue’s modal roots influenced its composition in the eighteenth century, as
illustrated by various historical sources. Finally, I have provided a glossary, partly to define terms and
concepts created for this study, and partly to provide easy reference to terms that are difficult to find
elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Counts:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major;
WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

John Lockett:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in
C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions book because this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Ralph Overman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-
Bass Progressions can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Lois Bottoms:

This J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-
Bass Progressions is new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and
Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.



Download and Read Online J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C
Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-
Bass Progressions Christophe Brass #S8B0R4KXOPD



Read J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and
Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions by
Christophe Brass for online ebook

J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass
Progressions by Christophe Brass Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read J. S. Bach Prelude and
Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions by
Christophe Brass books to read online.

Online J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions
with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions by Christophe Brass ebook PDF download

J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-
Bass Progressions by Christophe Brass Doc

J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions by
Christophe Brass Mobipocket

J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions by
Christophe Brass EPub

J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions by
Christophe Brass Ebook online

J. S. Bach Prelude and Fugue in C Major; WTC I: and Harmonic Solutions with Patterns of Mental-Bass Progressions by
Christophe Brass Ebook PDF


