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The world has become obsessed with the Western notions of progress, development, and globalization, the
latter a form of human and economic homogenization. These processes, through the aegis of the United
Nations, are comparatively monitored. Those nations deemed to be ‘lagging behind’ are then provided with
foreign aid and developmental assistance. For nearly seventy years, India has sought its place in this global
endeavour; yet, even today, abject poverty and backwardness can be observed in districts in almost every
state; with the highest concentration of such districts found in the state of Bihar and a cultural enclave,
known as Mithila.

Development in India has been elusive because it is difficult to define; and because the Western concepts of
development and progress have no absolute equivalents within many non-Western settings. As a
consequence, development programmes often fail because they are unable to ask the right questions, but
equally important is the political economy derived from foreign aid. For politicians, there is no long-term
benefit to be derived from successful development. In general, foreign aid only serves to corrupt
governments and politicians and, in the end, does very little for those who need help.

The struggling states of Bihar and Mithila serve as extreme examples of India‘s problems. Development here
has been thwarted by a hereditary landed aristocracy supported by religion, casteism, custom, social
stratification, tradition, and patterns of behaviour that can be traced back millennia. In turn, all these have
been masterfully manipulated by co-opted politicians, who have turned politics into a veritable art form as
this volume comprehensively demonstrates.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Bihar
and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Cindy Searcy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Bihar and Mithila: The
Historical Roots of Backwardness that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
much better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness
become your starter.

Rosie Zimmerman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Bihar and
Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Georgia Cunningham:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of
Backwardness to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up
a book and study it. Beside that the publication Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness can
to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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