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The view that slavery could best be described by those who had themselves experienced it personally has
found expression in several thousand commentaries, autobiographies, narratives, and interviews with those
who "endured." Although most of these accounts appeared before the Civil War, more than one-third are the
result of the ambitious efforts of the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) to
interview surviving ex-slaves during the 1930s. The result of these efforts was the Slave Narrative
Collection, a group of autobiographical accounts of former slaves that today stands as one of the most
enduring and noteworthy achievements of the WPA. Compiled in seventeen states during the years 1936-38,
the collection consists of more than two thousand interviews with former slaves, most of them first-person
accounts of slave life and the respondents' own reactions to bondage. The interviews afforded aged ex-slaves
an unparalleled opportunity to give their personal accounts of life under the "peculiar institution," to describe
in their own words what it felt like to be a slave in the United States.
?Norman R. Yetman, American Memory, Library of Congress

This paperback edition of selected Alabama narratives is reprinted in facsimile from the typewritten pages of
the interviewers, just as they were originally typed.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual
Alabama Slave Narratives is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Carmela Williams:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Alabama Slave Narratives can be the respond
to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Michele Fernandez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Alabama Slave Narratives.

Shawn Clay:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Alabama Slave Narratives to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the
reserve Alabama Slave Narratives can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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