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A disastrous war in Iraq, prisoner abuse, secret wiretaps--the presidency of George W. Bush represents a
crisis in American democracy. How did this happen? In Running Alone the revered political scientist and
commentator James MacGregor Burns sets the imperial presidency of George W. Bush in the context of half
a century of presidential politics. In his 1960 campaign, John F. Kennedy turned his back on the Democratic
Party. He relied instead on his personal charisma and his family's vast wealth to win office. Once elected, he
governed much as he had run: alone. He ignored the Democratic platform and instead sought counsel from a
small group of hand-picked advisors, including his own brother. Kennedy fundamentally reshaped the role of
President, and each of his successors has built on this model. American presidents have become increasingly
isolated from the parties that brought them to power. Democratic presidents--Johnson, Carter, and Clinton--
did tremendous damage to the Democratic Party by abandoning its core principles. Republican presidents
have managed to lead more effectively in isolation, but have imperiled the nation in the process. Drawing on
his own personal letters, interviews, and recollections of America's presidents, Burns charts the decline of
genuine leadership in the Oval Office and offers a stirring vision of what the presidency can and should be.
America deserves better leaders, and with unsurpassed knowledge of American history and politics, Burns
shows us the way forward.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about
the person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found
difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this Running Alone: Presidential Leadership
from JFK to Bush II -- Why It Has Failed and How We Can Fix It.

Joshua Sigmund:

The ability that you get from Running Alone: Presidential Leadership from JFK to Bush II -- Why It Has
Failed and How We Can Fix It is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Running
Alone: Presidential Leadership from JFK to Bush II -- Why It Has Failed and How We Can Fix It giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Running Alone:
Presidential Leadership from JFK to Bush II -- Why It Has Failed and How We Can Fix It instantly.

Tommy Cowen:

Precisely why? Because this Running Alone: Presidential Leadership from JFK to Bush II -- Why It Has
Failed and How We Can Fix It is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author
who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Christopher Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Running Alone: Presidential Leadership
from JFK to Bush II -- Why It Has Failed and How We Can Fix It guide written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still hesitation Running Alone: Presidential Leadership from JFK to Bush II --



Why It Has Failed and How We Can Fix It as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.
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