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Where did the Haiku in this volume come from? First, in teaching philosophy at Pace University from 1965-
2000, I specialized in existentialism—that school of thought which stresses the individual and “becoming
what you are” in full freedom and creativity. This teaching taught the teacher to cross the line between all
disciplines and relate to the world in its everyday concreteness. And somewhere along the line, I encountered
a similar focus in the age-old wisdom of Zen Buddhism, namely to discover and live the sacred “suchness”
of ordinary existence, because the Momentousness of things lies hidden in each moment—an open secret
awaiting our openness to its presence, which brings me Haiku poetry—the great gift originating in Zen
traditions of China and Japan, perfected by Japanese masters of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and
passed onto the world at large during the twentieth century. For it is here, I found the magic of the Moment
captured in two or three lines, whether in its serious aspect, or comic relief. (Technically, the term, Haiku, is
often reserved for the former Senryu for the latter.) I hope the enthusiasm I felt in working with the form will
be shared and co-created by the reader, for the spirit of Zen lies between the lines, between the play of
speech and silence, foreground and background, fullness and emptiness. Thus, my title, PLAYING WITH
EMPTINESS. When the reader feels inspired to fill in the blanks with his/her own images and memories, the
spirit truly comes alive. May the Zen force be with you! Ernest Sherman
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

The book Playing With Emptiness: Collected Haiku give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Playing With
Emptiness: Collected Haiku being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up
and read a guide Playing With Emptiness: Collected Haiku. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Rosa Tarpley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Playing With Emptiness: Collected Haiku has been making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The reserve Playing With Emptiness: Collected Haiku is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Playing With Emptiness: Collected
Haiku. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ethel Springer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Playing With Emptiness: Collected Haiku it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Thomas Rice:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Playing With Emptiness: Collected Haiku
can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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