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"Mozart's need for love had grown uncertain of itself in early childhood. His feeling of being unloved found
constant confirmation in his changing experiences over the years, and the intensity of his unsatisfied desire to
be loved, detectable as a dominant wish throughout his life, very largely determined what had meaning for
him and what did not."—From the book

One of the most important social thinkers of our time provides a haunting portrait of Mozart's life and
creative genius. German sociologist Norbert Elias examines the paradoxes in Mozart's short existence—his
brilliant creativity and social marginality, his musical sophistication and personal crudeness, his breathtaking
accomplishments and deep despair.

Using psychoanalytic insights, Elias examines Leopold Mozart's carefully honed ambitions for his son and
protege. From the age of six Mozart traveled with his father, performing in the major courts throughout
Europe. The elder Mozart worked on his son "like a sculptor on his sculpture," and this deep bond formed
the lietmotif in understanding Mozart's early talent and complicated psyche.

Mozart chafed at the constraints of Viennese courtly culture. Growing up in a society which viewed
musicians as manual laborers producing entertainment for the court, he fought for an independent livelihood.
Vienna's aristocracy ultimately turned its back on the composer, who faced mounting debts, no work, and no
prospect of fulfilling his innermost desires. He died feeling that his life had become empty of meaning.

Elias ponders the concept of genius, which he sees as a complex marriage of fantasy, inspiration, and
convention. In exploring the tension between personal creativity and the tastes of an era, he gives us a book
of startling insight and discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Robinson:

Here thing why this particular Mozart: Portrait of a Genius are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Mozart: Portrait of a Genius giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Mozart: Portrait of a Genius. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Mozart: Portrait
of a Genius in e-book can be your alternative.

Nancy Page:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Mozart: Portrait of a Genius this book consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Catherine Estey:

You can get this Mozart: Portrait of a Genius by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Aimee Buffington:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is named of book Mozart: Portrait of a Genius. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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