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In this, the first biography of Abraham Flexner (1866–1959), distinguished scholar Thomas N. Bonner offers
an engaging and insightful view of one of the most influential figures in twentieth-century American
education. From his early, pathbreaking work in experimental primary schools to the founding of the
prestigious Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, Abraham Flexner's influence on American education
was deep, pervasive, and enduring. In Thomas N. Bonner, Flexner has at long last found the biographer that
his critical role in American education deserves.

The son of poor Jewish immigrants in Louisville, Kentucky, Flexner was raised in the Reconstruction South
and educated at the Johns Hopkins University in the first decade of that institution's existence. Upon earning
his degree in 1886, he returned to Louisville to found?four years before John Dewey's Chicago "laboratory
school"?an experimental school based on progressive ideas that soon won the close attention of Harvard
President Charles Eliot. After a successful nineteen-year career as a teacher and principal, he turned his
attention to medical education. His 1910 survey?known today as the Flexner Report?stimulated much-
needed, radical changes in the field and, with its emphasis on full-time clinical teaching, remains to this day
the most widely cited document on how doctors best learn their profession.

Flexner's subsequent projects?a book on medical education in Europe and a comparative study of medical
education in Europe and America?remain unsurpassed in range and insight. For fifteen years a senior officer
in the Rockefeller-supported General Education Board, he helped raise money?more than 6 billion in today's
dollars?for education in medicine and other subjects. His devastating critique of American higher education
in 1936 raised the hackles of educators?but ultimately raised important questions as well. Three years later
he created and led the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, convincing Albert Einstein to accept the
first appointment at the newly created institute.

Brilliant, abrasive, tenderhearted, and fundamentally a decent, farseeing man, Abraham Flexner
accomplished much good in the world. His story, based on new archival sources and told with verve and wit,
is sure to become the definitive work on a man and his era.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and a Life in
Learning to read.

Dolores Stiger:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and
a Life in Learning book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jaime Worm:

This Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and a Life in Learning are generally reliable for you who want to become
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and a Life in Learning can be
one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a
person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and a Life in Learning forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeffrey Primo:

Beside this Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and a Life in Learning in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and a Life in Learning because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right
now!
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