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In his sixth satire, Juvenal speculates about how Roman wives busy themselves while their husbands are
away, namely, by entertaining a revolving door of exotic visitors who include a eunuch of the eastern
goddess Bellona, an impersonator of Egyptian Anubis, a Judean priestess, and Chaldean astrologers. From
these self-proclaimed religious specialists women solicit services ranging from dream interpretation to the
coercion of lovers. Juvenal's catalogue suggests the popularity of such "freelance" experts at the turn of the
second century and their familiarity to his audience, whom he could expect to get the joke.

Heidi Wendt investigates the backdrop of this enthusiasm for the religion of freelance experts by examining
their rise during the first two centuries of the Roman Empire. Unlike civic priests and temple personnel,
freelance experts had to generate their own authority and legitimacy, often through demonstrations of skill
and learning in the streets, in marketplaces, and at the temple gates, among other locations in the Roman
world. Wendt argues that these professionals participated in a highly competitive form of religious activity
that intersected with multiple areas of specialty, particularly philosophy and medicine. Over the course of the
imperial period freelance experts grew increasingly influential, more diverse with respect to their skills and
methods, and more assorted in the ethnic coding of their practices. Wendt argues that this context
engendered many of the innovative forms of religion that flourished in the second and third centuries,
including phenomena linked with Persian Mithras, the Egyptian gods, and the Judean Christ.

The evidence for freelance experts in religion is abundant, but scholars of ancient Mediterranean religion
have only recently begun to appreciate their impact on the empire's changing religious landscape. At the
Temple Gates integrates studies of Judaism, Christianity, mystery cults, astrology, magic, and philosophy to
paint a colorful portrait of religious expertise in early Rome.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Chisholm:

The book At the Temple Gates: The Religion of Freelance Experts in the Roman Empire can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book At the Temple Gates: The Religion of Freelance Experts in the Roman
Empire? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book At the Temple Gates: The
Religion of Freelance Experts in the Roman Empire has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Scott Lowe:

Here thing why that At the Temple Gates: The Religion of Freelance Experts in the Roman Empire are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. At the Temple Gates: The Religion of Freelance Experts
in the Roman Empire giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no reserve that similar with At the Temple Gates: The Religion of Freelance Experts in the
Roman Empire. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of At the Temple Gates: The Religion of Freelance Experts in the Roman Empire in e-book
can be your option.

Brandy Anderson:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This At the Temple Gates: The Religion of
Freelance Experts in the Roman Empire is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Vicky Gamez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Different



categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims At the Temple
Gates: The Religion of Freelance Experts in the Roman Empire.
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