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Causality plays a central role in the way people structure the world; we constantly seek causal explanations
for our observations. But what does it even mean that an event C "actually caused" event E? The problem of
defining actual causation goes beyond mere philosophical speculation. For example, in many legal
arguments, it is precisely what needs to be established in order to determine responsibility. The philosophy
literature has been struggling with the problem of defining causality since Hume.

In this book, Joseph Halpern explores actual causality, and such related notions as degree of responsibility,
degree of blame, and causal explanation. The goal is to arrive at a definition of causality that matches our
natural language usage and is helpful, for example, to a jury deciding a legal case, a programmer looking for
the line of code that cause some software to fail, or an economist trying to determine whether austerity
caused a subsequent depression.

Halpern applies and expands an approach to causality that he and Judea Pearl developed, based on structural
equations. He carefully formulates a definition of causality, and building on this, defines degree of
responsibility, degree of blame, and causal explanation. He concludes by discussing how these ideas can be
applied to such practical problems as accountability and program verification. Technical details are generally
confined to the final section of each chapter and can be skipped by non-mathematical readers.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Mickey:

Here thing why this particular Actual Causality (MIT Press) are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Actual Causality (MIT Press) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Actual Causality (MIT Press). It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of Actual Causality (MIT Press) in e-book can be your choice.

Jim Loop:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Actual Causality (MIT Press) as your daily
resource information.

Lowell Seymour:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Actual Causality
(MIT Press).

Sebrina Knapp:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Actual Causality (MIT Press) provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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