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Fully acknowledging that Judaism, as described in both the Bible and the Talmud, was patriarchal, Judith
Hauptman demonstrates that the rabbis of the Talmud made significant changes in key areas of Jewish law in
order to benefit women. Reading the texts with feminist sensibilities—recognizing that they were written by
men and for men and that they endorse a set of social relations in which men control women—the author
shows that patriarchy was not always and everywhere the same. Although the rabbis whose rulings are
recorded in the Talmud did not achieve equality for women—or even seek it—they should be credited with
giving women higher status and more rights. For example, during the course of several hundred years, they
converted marriage from the purchase by a man of a woman from her father into a negotiated relationship
between prospective husband and wife. They designated a bride’s dowry to be one-tenth of her father’s net
worth, thereby ending her Torah-mandated disenfranchisement with respect to inheritance. They left the
ability to grant a divorce in male hands but gave women the possibility of petitioning the courts to force a
divorce. Although some of these developments may have originated in the surrounding Greco-Roman
culture, the rabbis freely chose to incorporate them into Jewish law.Rereading the Rabbis: A Woman’s Voice
also breaks new ground methodologically. Rather than plucking passages from a variety of different
rabbinical works and then sewing them together to produce a single, unified rabbinical point of view,
Hauptman reads sources in their own literary and legal context and then considers them in relationship to a
rich array of associated synchronic and diachronic materials.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

The experience that you get from Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice (Radical Traditions S) is a more
deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice (Radical
Traditions S) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this specific Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice (Radical Traditions S) instantly.

Timothy McKinney:

The book Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice (Radical Traditions S) has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Jeffrey Osburn:

This Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice (Radical Traditions S) is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice (Radical Traditions S) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Kevin Lewis:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice
(Radical Traditions S) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Rereading The Rabbis: A Woman's Voice (Radical Traditions S) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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