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In urban American school systems, the children of recent immigrants and low-income parents of color
disproportionately suffer from overcrowded classrooms, lack of access to educational resources, and
underqualified teachers. The challenges posed by these problems demand creative solutions that must often
begin with parental intervention. But how can parents without college educations, American citizenship,
English literacy skills, or economic stability organize to initiate change on behalf of their children and their
community?

In Mothers United, Andrea Dyrness chronicles the experiences of five Latina immigrant mothers in Oakland,
California—one of the most troubled urban school districts in the country—as they become informed and
engaged advocates for their children’s education. These women, who called themselves “Madres Unidas”
(“Mothers United”), joined a neighborhood group of teachers and parents to plan a new, small, and
autonomous neighborhood-based school to replace the overcrowded Whitman School. Collaborating with the
author, among others, to conduct interviews and focus groups with teachers, parents, and students, these
mothers moved from isolation and marginality to take on unfamiliar roles as researchers and community
activists while facing resistance from within the local school district.

Mothers United illuminates the mothers’ journey to create their own space—centered around the kitchen
table—that enhanced their capacity to improve their children’s lives. At the same time, Dyrness critiques
how community organizers, teachers, and educational policy makers, despite their democratic rhetoric,
repeatedly asserted their right as “experts,” reproducing the injustice they hoped to overcome. A powerful,
inspiring story about self-learning, consciousness-raising, and empowerment, Mothers United offers
important lessons for school reform movements everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Paris:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Mothers United: An
Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book
with you?

Steve Diaz:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Mothers United: An
Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just
Educationis a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of
this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Angela Babb:

Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
imagining.

Martha Dixon:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



So , this Mothers United: An Immigrant Struggle for Socially Just Education can make you experience more
interested to read.
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