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What was it like to drive a steam locomotive? This book shares the ups and downs, mishaps and triumphs, of
life on the footplate. In the 1960s, author David Barnett worked as an engineman / fireman on the footplates
of locomotives in Western Victoria, Australia, at a time when bumper wheat harvests saw trains carrying
tons of grain through Ararat, Victoria for shipping overseas. A variety of locomotives were in use during this
time. The book reveals how some performed magnificently, while others were sluggish and recalcitrant,
requiring every ounce of skill and perseverance of the engineman to keep the wheels turning. A limited
number of passenger trains also saw steam haulage. The drama and adventure of running these engines is
described in graphic and gritty detail by one whose task was keeping the water boiling and the steam gauge
needle on the mark. All this is set against a background of thudding air compressors, chime whistles, and
staccato exhausts, as well as the occasional whine of a diesel electric's dynamic brake, making this a truly
exhilarating picture of Life on Australian Locomotives. *** Librarians: ebook available on ProQuest and
EBSCO [Subject: Autobiography, Australian Studies, History, Railway Transportation]
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Life on
Australian Locomotives? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Cleveland Bolton:

This Life on Australian Locomotives are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Life on Australian Locomotives can be one of many great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Life on Australian Locomotives
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Donald Corbett:

This book untitled Life on Australian Locomotives to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Mary Ransom:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Life on Australian Locomotives, you can enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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