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Exploring Ancient Skies brings together the methods of archaeology and the insights of modern astronomy
to explore the science of astronomy as it was practiced in various cultures prior to the invention of the
telescope. The book reviews an enormous and growing body of literature on the cultures of the ancient
Mediterranean, the Far East, and the New World (particularly Mesoamerica), putting the ancient
astronomical materials into their archaeological and cultural contexts. The authors begin with an overview of
the field and proceed to essential aspects of naked-eye astronomy, followed by an examination of specific
cultures. The book concludes by taking into account the purposes of ancient astronomy: astrology,
navigation, calendar regulation, and (not least) the understanding of our place and role in the universe. Skies
are recreated to display critical events as they would have appeared to ancient observers--events such as the
supernova of 1054 A.D., the "lion horoscope," and the Star of Bethlehem. Exploring Ancient Skies provides
a comprehensive overview of the relationships between astronomy and other areas of human investigation. It
will be useful as a reference for scholars and as a text for students in both astronomy and archaeology, and
will be of compelling interest to readers who seek a broad understanding of our collective intellectual
history.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

This book untitled Exploring Ancient Skies: A Survey of Ancient and Cultural Astronomy to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Richard Nix:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled Exploring Ancient Skies: A Survey of Ancient and Cultural
Astronomy can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rebecca Kendrick:

Exactly why? Because this Exploring Ancient Skies: A Survey of Ancient and Cultural Astronomy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Richard McCormick:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Exploring Ancient Skies: A Survey of Ancient and Cultural Astronomy.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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