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More than fifty years ago, Thomas Szasz showed that the concept of mental
illness-a disease of the mind-is an oxymoron, a metaphor, a myth.
Disease, in the medical sense, affects only the body. He also demonstrated
that civil commitment and the insanity defense, the paradigmatic practices
of psychiatry, are incompatible with the political values of personal responsibility
and individual liberty. The psychiatric establishment's rejection of
Szasz's critique posed no danger to his work: its defense of coercions and
excuses as "therapy" supported his argument regarding the metaphorical
nature of mental illness and the transparent immorality of brutal psychiatric
control masquerading as humane medical care.
In the late 1960s, the launching of the so-called antipsychiatry movement
vitiated Szasz's effort to present a precisely formulated conceptual
and political critique of the medical identity of psychiatry and of psychiatric
coercions and excuses. Led by the Scottish psychiatrist R. D. Laing, the
antipsychiatrists used the term to attract attention to themselves and deflect
attention from what they did, which included coercions and excuses based
on psychiatric principles and power.
For this reason, Szasz rejected, and continues to reject, psychiatry and
antipsychiatry with equal vigor. Subsuming his work under the rubric of
antipsychiatry betrays and negates it just as surely and effectively as
subsuming it under the rubric of psychiatry. In Antipsychiatry: Quackery
Squared, Szasz powerfully argues that his writings belong to neither psychiatry
nor antipsychiatry. They stem from conceptual analysis, social-political
criticism, and common sense.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Antipsychiatry: Quackery
Squared is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Sylvia Harrington:

The reserve untitled Antipsychiatry: Quackery Squared is the publication that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Antipsychiatry: Quackery Squared from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Donald Hidalgo:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list is Antipsychiatry: Quackery Squared. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right
up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Jack Bell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Antipsychiatry: Quackery Squared can make you experience more
interested to read.
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